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The extracts are from the current Ministry Service and Environmental Stewardship Division Business Plans.  Revised plans will be available in several months and some changes may be made.

Greg

A New Era for British Columbia

The document outlining the governments platform for BC promises a New Era of environmental management, based on sound science, cleaner air and sustainable practices. It also promises to adopt a scientifically-based, principled approach to environmental management that ensures sustainability, accountability and responsibility.
Monitoring and reporting are essential to assess success in using sound science, and in ensuring sustainability, accountability, and responsibility. 

MWLAP Service Plan

Goal 2: Maintain and restore the natural diversity of ecosystems, and fish and wildlife species and their habitats. 

Objective: Improved use of science for the development of standards and for effective monitoring and reporting. 

· Acquire the data, information and knowledge to support a science-based approach to the conservation of biodiversity. 

· Implement monitoring and reporting programs to track the status of species and ecosystems and their responses to management actions. 

· Develop standards and an assessment process to support a science-based approach to protecting fish habitat in urban areas. 

· Work with private and public sector partners to develop environmental standards and best practices for the Forest and Range Practices Act. 

 Objective: Increased number of partnerships to conserve ecosystems, species and their habitats. 

· Establish and maintain relationships with First Nations, communities, environmental organizations and academia to undertake activities to conserve ecosystems, species and habitats. 

· Provide standards, guidelines, best management practices and encouragement to private landowners to develop and implement sustainable stewardship practices. 

The Strategy is essential to meeting the first objective of improving the use of science for effective monitoring.  A key tenet of the program is delivery through partnerships.  Inclusion of web-site management in the program provides electronic service delivery and web access.
Environmental Stewardship Division Business Plan

Implement monitoring and reporting programs to track the status of species and ecosystems, and their responses to management actions:

· Develop a Biodiversity Monitoring and Reporting Strategy

· Establish protocols and performance criteria for biodiversity monitoring and reporting

· Identify priorities for:

· Analysis and reporting on selected ecosystems, species, and habitats of interest

· Analysis and reporting on biodiversity indicators

· Evaluating and reporting on the effectiveness of activities to protect, manage and restore biodiversity

· Manage the acquisition of science and research:

· Setting and monitoring results-based biodiversity standards and guidelines

· Monitoring and reporting on ecosystem and species indicators

· Integrate environmental stewardship activities and conservation functions inside and outside protected areas:

· Develop monitoring and reporting regimes

· Monitor and report

· Set environmental standards in a revised Forest Practices Code by the end of 2003:

· Develop inspection and compliance performance measures

· Monitor and report

· Respond to known significant threats in protected areas:

· Support monitoring and reporting for conservation within protected areas

· Involve local communities in protection and restoration of local ecosystems

· Reduce ministry staff and funds directed to providing advice to industry and local government on habitat and ecosystem protection

· Develop web-based approaches to making standards, guidelines and best practices available to stakeholders and partners

· Enhance web-based information sources
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